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the only one in which a few Savages are permitted
to remain during all these journeys; many of them
raise chickens and pigs, in imitation of the French-
men who have settled here; and these savages are
exempt, for the most part, from this sort of hunting.
Father Mermet, with whom I have had the good
fortune to be for several years past, remains in the
village, in order to instruct them; the delicacy of his
constitution renders him totally unable to endure
the fatigue incident to these long journeys. Never-
theless, in spite of his feeble health, I can say that
he is the soul of this Mission; it is his virtue, his
gentleness, his pathetic instructions, and the pecul-
iar talent that he has of winning the respect and
the friendship of the Savages, which have brought
our Mission to the flourishing state in which it is.
As for myself, who am fitted to travel over the snow,
to work the paddle in a canoe, and who have, thanks
to God, the necessary strength to withstand like
toils, I range the forests with the rest of our
Savages, of whom the greater number spend part of
the winter in hunting.

These journeys which we are compelled to take
from time to time — either to follow the Savages, or
for other reasons important to the well-being of our
Missions —are extremely difficult. You can judge
of them yourself from the detailed account of a few
which I have made in these late years, which will
give you an idea of the manner in which we journey
in this country. If our Missions are not so flourish-
ing as others on account of a great number of
conversions, at least they are precious and beneficial
to us, on account of the labors and hardships which
are inseparable from them.



